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;0 INSTRUMENTATION

Piccolo
Flute 1-2
Oboe 1-2

A Bb Clarinet 1-2-3
O Bass Clarinet
® Bassoon 1-2

Alto Saxophone 1-2
/ Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 1-2-3
: Horn in F 1-2-3-4

Trombone 1-2-3 (2 tenor, 1 bass)
Tuba

Percussion:

Q .
e

Timpani
(+ Sus. C»z. to be placed on drum in Mot. 1I)

Percussion I
Glockenspiel
Triangle Percussion IV

China Cymbal Chimes
Crystal Glass (Pitch of C6) Snare Drum
Crash Cymbals / Crash Cymbals
Tam-tam lgid flat on table with metal chain draped across
Percussion II —(wgttling, dry trash metal can be SL‘letituted)
- ormal, Muot. Il only, can share with Perc. V)
Xylophone

Crystal Glass (Pitch of F5
Vibraphone (Mut. 11 only, can share with Perc. III) rystal Glass (Pitch of F5)

Tam-tam (Mut. I1I only, can share with Perc. V) .
Percussion V

Percussion III SSbanm
Marimba (5 octave) ourine

Vibraphone am-tam

Tambfurine Crystal G, itches of F4 & C5)
Suspended Cymbal

Duration c. 18 min v x
Mvt I: c. 4'45"
MvtIl:c. 7' O

Mvt III: c. 6'

NOTES ON THE AUDIO RECORDINGS:
Recordings of the poetry should be played through an audio system and should be audible to the audgfice members.
No special software is required as these are simple mp3 files.

The 3 fermata (mm. 109-111) surrounding and including Recording #3 should be brief. : o

The fermata are in place simply to offer flexibility to the audio system operation.

Cover photo by Libkos of model Viki Virgo

Find more work by these Ukrainian artsists on social media ®
@libkos | @viki_virgo



A MESSAGE FROM THE COMPOSER

WHAT YOUR PURCHASE SUPPORTS

(3,

Dear Music ¥LigParians, Directors,

Thank you verym)r supporting my music! | include this message with all my
works to share a bitgfoo® what your support means to me.

In 2020, | officially fi perwork in Colorado (USA) to establish myself as a
professional composer. DegMe the financial constraints of my newly-formed small

business, | was committed t rting and building in a way that would immediately
contribute to the music co that has given me so much.

Those founding ideas that continue todgy include:

e Discounts on music to Title | and |
e Discounts on music to full-time s
o Waiving appearance and private leg

and aspiring future composers/ condt

o Financial contributions to ensemble® and ngn-profit organizations, including
those providing musical opportunities fo& individuals who may otherwise

be unable to afford them. o

ome public schools

ees for certain educational ensembles

The legal, fair, and responsible purchase and us music allows me not only to
make a living and keep composing, but to continue to su rt the music community
as a whole.

Please refrain from sharing this music with anyone m«a of the purchasing
party (the ensemble or musician). If you know of a scho ble, or friend that
may be interested in performing my music but is facing®inZpgjal constraints,
encourage them to reach out to us via the email provided belgV.

Enjoy the music, thank you for your support, and please stay in tQ

Kevin Poell@
contact@kevinpoelking.

www.KevinPoelking.cor@




THE UKRAINE NEW CONCERT BAND
MUSIC CONSORTIUM

PREMIERED IN AUGUST OF 2025 FOR

@ UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY BY

THE NATIONAL ACADEMIC
OYMPHONIC BAND OF UKRAINE

mCONDUCTED BY IVAN STETSKYI

H S AND DEFENDERS”

”D'EGESA TED TO UKRAINIAN

majority of the funds con ed by these members was donated to the NASB of Ukraine
and the fit organization Razom for Ukraine.

This project was finunported by the ensembles and conductors listed below. The

ARTIN I. GAINES

UNIVERSITY OF ONSIN - LA CROSSE WIND ENSEMBLE

MICHAEJ S. YONCHA
UCTOR
DR. JAM . LAMBRECHT
AUGUSTA HONIC BAND
SARAH ND
CONDMETOR
MATTHEW GW
UNIVERSITY OF QMAS
DR. MARK U. R A

CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT I RSITY

FRANK TRACZ
KANSAS STATE WIND ENS B

MARK TSE
UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN WIND @R ESTRA

ALAN MILLS |
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY - NEW ORLEANS WIND E LE

RAZOM g
Razom, which means "together” in Ukrainian, is dedicated to upholding the principles of :

the Revolution of Dignity (Maidan) and actively contributing to the establishment of a secure,
prosperous, and democratic Ukraine. We achieve this by creating, inspiring, and collaborating
on initiatives that motivate people to think, partner, and do.

Please visit
www.RazomforUkraine.com
to support this organization



PROGRAM NOTES FOR SOUNDS, VOICES, AND DREAMS FROM UKRAINE

I. SOUNDS: THE BEATEN PATH

ovement draws inspiration from a brief quote from Ivan Mazepa (IBaH Ma3sena), leader and patron of the
a ho portrayed Ukraine's tumultuous history as: “O woe to the poor little seagull that hatched her babies by the
b ath”.

tly original material, this movement uses the well-known Ukrainian folk song “A Moonlit Night” which

ise lly stated and thoroughly explored less than a minute into the work (starting in m. 36). The final four
noteS of thigong (sol-re-me-do/ 5-2-3-1) are used as a recurring motif in this movement and throughout the entire
work. [#f€se ngtes are presented both sequentially and in unison (creating clustered "chords"), while also being
varied out. *

ThroughoufgmWrgearch and personal interactions, the theme of Ukraine being “small but mighty” was recurrent.

In measure e pigcolo— the smallest but perhaps the most acoustically prevalent instrument in the ensemble—
calls out and t efble responds with strength and unity. The piccolo continues to serve as this “rallying cry”
and source of s Xe rest of the ensemble throughout the movement.

Near the end of th@®hovement (mm. 189-191) the audience will hear a brief quote of the Ukrainian national anthem,
whose lyrics begin: “Ukra edom has not yet perished, nor has her glory...” Overall, this movement attempts

to represent a proud angfteS@ienf@beople, even in the face of hardship and chaos.

* (This is notable in the clustg s first introduced in measure 6 played by muted trumpets, horns, and
xylophone), where the “cho§” is #esented in what could be thought of as being in “third inversion" (with the
“s0l” /5 being moved to the lowcgPge) while the “do” /1 is raised a half-step. While serving as a simple method
to create more dissonance, this a @ esents the structure of the powerful Ukrainian motif being “bent but never

broken”. ‘

II. VOICES: CHEREZ P

HYROKEYE (“ACROSS THE WIDE FIELD”)
epes MNMone Wunpokee)

(Pronounced S&RE—ehZ POH-leh sheh-ROH-keh-yeh)

Most famously arranged for choir by Ukrainian ¢
a moment of healing and reflection. During th
to take shelter, often in underground bunkers. Whil
comfort and strength in singing and performing
movement attempt to convey the acoustics of the con
distorted trumpets perform a brief quote of the Ukrai
performed impromptu concerts in public areas throug

Connecting the two movements, the four-note motif cons®ucted from the final notes of “A Moonlit Night” (5-2-3-1)
sounds on resonant keyboard instruments. These four pitche)s%nted in this order in a seemingly random

r Mykola Leontovych, “Cherez Pole Shyrokeye” serves as

iv and throughout Ukraine, many citizens were forced

g for the danger to pass, many Ukrainians found

he resonant, echo-like sounds at the beginning of this

pderground shelters. In the distance, echoes of

tional Anthem, representing the many musicians who
: to raise the spirits of their fellow citizens.

rhythm. It is not until “Cherez Pole Shyrokeye” finds a stead sedn the trumpet solo that we see how these four
pitches fit within this melody.

The most profound moment of this work occurs just a few minu Ogiie music, as the “voices” of the Ukrainian
people are represented by the ensemble singing. At the same time, Wence will hear an audio track that was
recorded by the NASB of Ukraine in their concert hall on May 30, 2025. This recgrding is the voice of Pavlo
Vyshebaba, a poet turned soldier who was sending communication on this p from the frontlines. He was
eventually assigned to duty in Kyiv where they were able to create this rg lis poem is presented below in
Ukrainian, with an English translation provided by Pavlo himself.

M OJNTUNUTBA Prayer

MOAAPYVi TPOXM CITOKOKO, KMHb )/I'ﬂMEOKMVI ™mi,
TMOJIEXATU 14 COHLEM B KOMITAHII TPbOX MYAWJT -

Hear, God, why have you put us in
TUX JIKOAEN, LL|O, HATIPABAY, JIOBJIHO 5 4O KPAKO CUJI.

We have come into this era with s
. and it is too early to say "hop’ in this j
MIANNLWLIN 4717 TBOIX BOJIENIOBHUX, TA BIPHUX, C/IYT
HETPUBAJTY BIATYCTKY, 6O4AN MNEPEBECTU AYX. , .. .
LE HAVITIPLUA 3 MOJIATB, LLJO TOPKAJIACS TBOIX BYX? I'm not complaining, but humbly askin
. just to see my friends, my beloved and gl e
HE35AI—HEHHO, HOMY TU NYCTUB HAC B TAKUW TAJIOIT — a Couple Ofdays Of ;fest - and then reconnec t

HAM EMOXA AICTAJIACS 3 LLIABJISMM HATOJ10

1Y LIbOMY CTPUBKY HAATO PAHO KA3ATY «[OfT».
Uil EFOXA 3HIMATUME [1POBY 13 HALLIVIX BIP:
BKOPOTWJIA PIAHIO, I KPAIHY, I CKAPB, I 3IP.

[TOYYBAKOCA YACOM, SK 3ATHAHWV B [TO/II 3BIP.

HE XAJIIFOCb, A [TPOLLIY [TOKIPHO: 1OLLUJINN HOPY
JIVILL TTOBAYNTU APY3IB, KOXAHY TA AITBOPY,

MAPY AHIB BIAMOYNHKY — I 3HOBY NMPUEAHYN CTPYM.
LJObN 3HOBY A BAYNB MOTYTHICTb TBOIX AIfIHb,
LLJOB NMPUNHAB I TPATTYHE, I BIYHE, I IHb, I AH.

A MJIATUTUMY BIIPABHO, AKY TV MPU3HAYUNLL AHb.

I XOYA TBOIX ICIINTIB BI/ILLLICTb 5 3AMTOPOB,
A HE BILLIAKO HOCA, K BAYWLL I3 MOJINTOB,
MEBHO, KPALLE TOBI NMPUC/IYXATUCh 4O TUX [TPOMOB,

LL{O 3 OCTAHHbOI CUJIN 3BEPTAKOTHCSA 1O MOJIIHb.
HAZILLJIN TPOXW CITOKOKO KOXHOMY 31 CTBOPIHb,
AAN IM, BOXE, IO KPUXTY 3 «HABIKW BIKIB»>.

AMIHb.

nt
So that I can see the power of your deeds again
so that I can accept both the tragic and the eterhal, tia and the yang.
I will pay the tribute you prescribe.
And though I have failed most of your examinationsy
I am not discouraged, as you can see from the prayers
perhaps it is better for you to listen to those speeches
that appeal to prayers with their last strength.
Send a little peace to each of the creatures,
give them, God, this crumb from forever and ever’. O

Amen.



(MVT. Il NOTES CON.)

The music builds in strength, representing the resilience and bravery of the Ukrainian people as they come together to
one another. There is a sense of hope when the percussion and piano enter, presenting an inversion of the 4-
fif slightly altered to a major mode. The movement ends on a quiet, tense dissonance, as if asking “Was my
eard?”. The glockenspiel answers optimistically to end the movement.

Ifi pirit of this music is exceptionally summarized from the program notes of another arrangement of “Cherez
P okeye" by Women'’s Bandura Ensemble of North America:

“This ﬁbodies the eternal themes of spring, rebirth and redemption, and serves as a reminder that new
beginnings ot always without pain.” *

® IIl. DREAMS

This movement 1 s peace and hope for Ukraine. Dreams of loved ones coming home and a bright future. During
raine faced immense pain and difficulty, yet there are so many instances of beauty

are weddings, art is being made, people gather together to support each other and give

d concerts (like the one this piece is written for) continue to draw crowds.

The opening chords are thg4-fote Wotif inverted (up P4, down m2, up m3) harmonized in quartal and quintal
harmony. The sixteenth nifte ri ign. 4 is also completely constructed on this variation of the motif.
After the celebratory beginnin usic takes on a modern “groove”, inspired by the thriving popular music culture

and artists in Ukraine. The muffic quikly becomes more contemplative, as we hear Pavlo’s poem (the final lines) return

once more. Material from both Qs is presented here and acknowledges the heroes, strength, tragedy, and loss.

The final minutes of this music di ense power and pride. In victory, the horns raise their bells and, once more,
the ensemble cries out a small snippe krainian National Anthem, inspired by the lyrics: “Upon us, fellow
Ukrainians, fate shall smile once mord

The timpanist brings the work to a com: conclusion by emphatically stating the 4-note motif that anchored the
work. The final tempo marking in the cond®®tqg’s score is in Ukrainian:

1 MUp

Ha T
Pronounced “nareshti ¢ 1” ffoughly translating to “Peace at last”.

<.
<

S
/},

X
I(I?’n usic

More information, recordings, composer bio and contact at
KevinPoelking.com

©2025 KPMusic, Kevin Poelking (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
Distributing this music without the permission of the composer/ publisher to any party other than the listed property own 2Gfbited.
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Thank you for helping this self-published composer protect their work. If you are unsure if this is a legal, authorized copy, pl us at

)

contact@kevinpoelking.com

* Women's Bandura Ensemble of North America. "Across the Wide Field [Cherez Pole]." Bandcamp. April 1, 2021.
https:/ /womensbanduraensemble.bandcamp.com /track/across-the-wide-field


https://womensbanduraensemble.bandcamp.com/track/across-the-wide-field

NOTES ON THE PROCESS AND PEOPLE WHO HELPED CREATE THIS WORK

ces of a number of people and organizations in order to create a work that I found respectful, responsible, and
the people of Ukraine, while at the same time, fulfilling my duty to the National Academic Symphonic Band of
o write music that was true to my own compositional voice.

Whj have a trace of Ukrainian heritage (Ukrainian members of my family came to North America during World War
I) learned a profound amount in the research and creation of this project, it is important to acknowledge that I am
by sure an expert on Ukrainian culture or current events, nor do I claim to ever be able to truly understand the life
expen%the Ukrainian people to which this music is dedicated. This composition should not be considered an
accura¥repreggntation of Ukrainian music, but rather one composer’s work that found inspiration in Ukrainian culture,

This projec o bring awareness to the music, artists, and experiences of the Ukrainian people throughout their long
history while ing future collaborations (especially in the wind band medium) between composers, conductors,
musicians, an ces in Ukraine and around the world. It also serves as a reminder of the intangible power of music to
bring people to across borders and language barriers.

...conductor Ivan Stetskyi mbers of the National Academic Symphonic Band of Ukraine: I am so honored to
have been chosen to write is ensemble, especially for such an important and meaningful piece. I have found
incredible inspiration in co ith many of these musicians, at times even making orchestration changes as I hear the
amazing performances by these ns (like Viktoriia Tyshchyk, who posted an incredible performance that inspired me

to make the opening solo of thefgecongfmovement for Bari sax).

You can learn more about them by §
(www.symphonicband.org.ua/en/

e them on social media (@symphonic_band_ukraine) or visiting their website

...Mapisa LLIkypko (Maria Shkurko), w@ as the liaison between the National Academic Symphonic Band of Ukraine
and me. Maria was an incredible advisor a tional communicator for an entire year as I often asked her about new
ideas to incorporate into the work. She waffa honest, encouraging, thoughtful, and a wonderful advocate for this

project.

... photographer duo Libkos (@libkos) and model Wiki Virgo (@viki_virgo), who created the powerful image that is used as
the cover photo for the score of this work. Both these U ian artists can be found on their social media handles (above).
They donated this image to this project to bring gre reness to their people.

...Pavlo Vyshebaba for collaborating and sharing his p
notes, Pavlo was on active military duty during this p
frontlines of war through his art. You can find him on so

poetry with us for this work. As mentioned in the program
t dade continues to offer inspiration and strength from the

i @ ja @vyshebaba.

...Kitty Kolody, who immigrated to the United States fron™ ¥ ajalls a young girl during World War II with her mother
and sister. Kitty lives near me in the Denver area and I have s a number of hours in her living room learning about
Ukrainian culture. In addition to a seemingly unlimited know®edge of , dates, and historical figures from Ukraine,
Kitty also kept me fed with traditional Ukrainian food and pastries, ig#iding a Christmas meal in (even though it was
February) for a more personal understanding. Despite only havi ine in her home, Kitty was always quick with a
response for a translation or to track down a new resource that may vailable in English.

...the organization Ukrainians of Colorado provided me resources a

in touch with Kitty Kolody while helping
me to understand more about the current needs and climate of Ukraine S anization provides aide, outreach, and
education. You can learn more about them and how to donate at www.ukrainiansofcolorado.org

...the people at Razom for Ukraing for helping to spread the word and offer rg
funds that we raised with this consortium were donated to this organization¥Thei¥
states their mission as:

pr this project. A portion of the
Pite (www.RazomforUkraine.com)

Razom, which means “together” in Ukrainian, is dedicated to upholding the principles of tion of Dignity (Maidan) and
actively contributing to the establishment of a secure, prosperous, and democratic Ukraine. iege this by creating, inspiring, and
collaborating on initiatives that motivate people to think, partner and do. A

...my friend John Maestri who has shared several crucial resources with me through his W community through his
Ukrainian wife and two boys who attend a Ukrainian culture and language school near Wa ,D.C.

...Dr. Laurie Semmes, professor of ethnomusicology in the Hayes School of Music at Appal e University who
provided numerous resources, including a look into her research of Ukrainian bandura music. Tlag ctly led to my
discovery of the music that inspired the second movement of this piece.

Khromeychuk who provided me with additional important resources including the website 'People
by, the War' by PEN Ukraine and The Ukrainians. This is where I discovered Ukrainian poet turned solds
Kryvtsov whose quote in a 2023 interview inspired the title of this composition. Below is a quote from
my own):

“In this war, each person carries a unique, extraordinary story. They're filled with distinct sounds, voices,
Some have spent their lives building a house, others became shift managers at poultry farms, some cherished readj
books, while others collected fallen leaves and chestnuts. A person, to me, is a story.”

Being asked to create this piece of music is one of the greatest honors of my career. I hope this work inspires you to$ga
more about this unique and beautiful culture. It has helped me to feel a connection to them, and made the world feel a'Metle
bit smaller and more “together”.


https://www.facebook.com/viktoriia.tyshchyk?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWFWDSmbz6OTv6F2aHmKey3KZGRn5lIA_KQcldpPEFCjYdNMtoPSeFoDhgbQkbi6Gqpd8BFkFNIrsLj0o4rb1gya6LY2oi17qdW4bZHppdlmdccMr8ZhtEMhPDF-Zd4_SlNDPzdM3IftcTGWZykufGIr34g6zc4ou1C3ZdVAIy_5vj5Yg9XYaGSPYEcn3zppmwKe5VEqZ1wmY8o4frZagPwktNy5k5Q2N81yZcdCLU3-w&__tn__=-%5DC%2CP-y-R
http://www.symphonicband.org.ua/en/
http://www.ukrainiansofcolorado.org/
http://www.razomforukraine.com/
https://theukrainians.org/spec/peopleofcultureeng/
https://theukrainians.org/spec/peopleofcultureeng/

Kevin Poelking (2025)
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SOUNDS, VOICES, AND DREAMS FROM UKRAINE

I. Sounds: The Beaten Path
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37 Recording #1 (ca. 1'10")
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Sin$ "00" (/u:/)(yxpaincbka: "Y") on comfortable pitch

J

)y 4= 3
A ) =3
r g U g
prpp (Concert pitch notated)
— Sing "00" (/u:/)(ykpaincbka: "Y") on comfortable pitch
oo A %
{ i [ ] & 3
= 4
n  PPP  (Concert pitch notated)
— Sing "00" (/u:/)(ykpaincbka: "Y") on comfortable pitch
ClLinBb1 ] X L — Lt
o Ly s v o - =
~— __ PP #® (Concert pitch notated)
n
———  Sing"00" (/u:/)(ykpaincpka: "Y") on comfortable pitch
CLinBb3 f’f
S 3
(Concert pitch notated)
B.CL v
= 3
A.Sax. 1 ::i
A.Sax. 2 ::i
A ————  Sing"00" (/u:/)(ykpaincpka: "Y") on comfortable pitch
b A o) %
Bl (= e—ds £2
J ® % o (Concert pitch notated)
Ppp
\‘n
A — Sing "00" (/u:/)(ykpaimcpka: "Y") on comfortable pitch
p’ A oY /A
Bar. Sax. ||{fps— K 2 EE
o 2 L4 T =
n ppp (Concert pitch notated)
Sing "00" (/u:/)(yxpaitcska: "Y") on comfortable pitch o
1
153 0 a1
ers IS s g
(Concert pitch notated) }
5’\ 8 o
h I
o 7 %
ey %
:)V = 3
Pno ———  Sing"00" (/u:/)(yxpainceka: "¥") on comfortable pitch
4 O A %
0 B [ J & 3
¢ Z
- D 1
Ppp (Concert pitch notated)
[Sus. Cym. upside down on timp. slowly pedal ad Iib.]
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